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OTTAWA PRESBYTERY MEETING, JANUARY 12, 2016 

 

The Ottawa Presbytery was called by the Chair, Rev. Anne Montgomery, to meet on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2016 at Woodroffe United Church, Ottawa, ON.   

 

THE FOLLOWING REGISTERED THEIR ATTENDANCE: 

 

Order of Ministry: Anthony Bailey, Isabel Black, Karen Boivin, Elizabeth Bryce, Teresa 

Burnett-Cole, Dianne Cardin, Gail Christy, Brian Copeland, Grant Dillenbeck, Paul Dillman, 

Trish Elliott, Ed Gratton, Carolyn Insley, Andrew Jensen, Peter Lougheed, Don Maclean, Laurie 

McKnight-Walker, Grant McNeil, Maggie Melanson, Hilary Merritt, Anne Montgomery, Sharon 

Moon, Steve Moore, James Murray, Kathryn Peate, David Sherwin, Glen Stoudt, Whit Strong, 

Kim Vidal (29) 

 

Lay:  Eileen Ball, Rick Balson, Nicole Beaudry, Alice Black, Cam Bowes, Derek Carlisle, 

Carolyn Clark, Doug Collins, Margaret Coughtrey, John Douglas, Dietlind Gardell, Bryan 

Giffin, Grant Gilliland, Beth Gutsell, Caroline Harry, Nancy Hazen, Kathryn Holman, Louise 

Howe, Marni Hunt Stephens, Jackie Kearns, Dan King, Peggy Kinsley, George Kitchen, Charles 

Knight, Mary Laidlaw, Kimberly Lavoie, David Lee, Lorrie Lowes, Phyllis MacRae, Norma 

McCord, Bridget Meszaros, Sue Morrison, Colin Pacholuk, Donald Partridge, David Patterson, 

Janice Péron, Kay Porteous, Barbara Reynolds, Joy Ruttan, Paul Sales, Ron Scharfe, Joe 

Smarkala, David Stafford, Maureen Stark, Cathy Stewart, Desna Sulway, Beth Sweetnam, David 

Sword, Margaret Torrance, Keith Vodden, Jim Watchorn, Joyce Williams, Ev Zytveld (53) 

 

Lay Minister: (including the categories of DLM, DLM Applicant, DLM not recognized, Retired 

DLM, Retained DLM, Student Intern and Student Supply):  Melodee Lovering, Ruth Sword 

 

Corresponding: Wendy Mather 

 

Regrets:  Rev. Nancy Best, Reg Best, Rev. Graeme Carruth, Rev. Ted Colwell, Molly Colwell, 

Rev. Brian Cornelius, Bill Giggie, Rev. Louise Graves, Rev. Christine Gross, Joan Heyland, 

Rev. Jack Lovering, Rev. Robert Merritt, Rev. Janet Nield, Rev. Stan Parkhouse, Rev. Caroline 

Penhale, Rev. Stanley Ralph, Doug Robinson, Wendy Snelgrove, Hanna Strong, Sara 

Surjadinata, Susanne Taylor,  Adrianna Van Munsteren, Ruth Winter 

 

Guest:  Bob Christy 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Rev. Anne Montgomery, Chair of the Ottawa Presbytery, called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  

Rev. Grant Dillenbeck served as Parliamentarian and quorum was met. 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

The Chair noted that Rev. Anthony Bailey, Parkdale United Church, requested that an item of 

New Business be added to the agenda. 

 

Motion:  (Charles Knight/David Lee) that the agenda be adopted as amended. 

Carried 
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WELCOME TO MEMBERS OF THE COURT AND GUESTS 

Chair Anne welcomed presbyters and any guests to the meeting.  No guests were introduced. 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME FROM HOST CONGREGATION 

Don Partridge, Chair of Council, welcomed the court to Woodroffe United Church.  Judy 

Chapman and Nancy Metcalfe spoke about the congregation’s exciting experience of sponsoring 

a Syrian refugee family – from the first discussions about doing this on September 6
th

 until the 

family’s arrival on December 27
th

.  They thanked Norma McCord for all her assistance, saying 

that she had been their guiding light.  They noted that the members of Woodroffe United Church 

and the scout group that meet at the church have been so helpful and that the interpreters have 

been wonderful. 

 

WORSHIP 

Chair Anne Montgomery led the opening worship, reading excerpts from the following books:  I 

Want to be in that Number by Lois Wilson and Preaching the Big Doctrines:  Doctrine isn’t 

Dusty by Catherine Faith MacLean and John H and reflecting on the role and calling of 

ministers. 

 

Covenanting with the Zeballos Exchange participants 

 

Phyllis MacRae, Chair-Elect of Ottawa Presbytery presided at the Commissioning by Ottawa 

Presbytery of the participants in the 2016 visit to Zeballos, B.C.  The participants introduced 

themselves to the court and named their congregation.  The scripture reading was Jeremiah 

29:12-13, “Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you.  You will 

seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion: (Rick Balson/Teresa Burnett-Cole) that the Minutes of the December 8 2015 meeting of 

Ottawa Presbytery be approved as circulated, and that the Minutes of the November 19, 2015 

meeting of Ottawa Presbytery Executive be received for information.   

Carried 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Rev. David Sherwin noted that the Executive Secretary of Montreal & Ottawa Conference had 

written to the presbyteries in the Conference asking them for approval of the new policy on 

Licensed Lay Worship Leaders (LLWL) that has been drafted over the past year.  The Presbytery 

LLWL Ministry Team is currently reviewing it and it is likely to come to the Presbytery for the 

February meeting. 
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PASTORAL RELATIONS REPORTS  

On January 6, 2016, the Pastoral Relations Ministry Team, working as a Commission, passed the 

following motions: 

 

Penhale, the Rev. Carolyn: Change in Terms 

Motion: (Barbara Reynolds/Diane Cardin ) that the Ottawa Presbytery agree to the request of 

Eglise Grace United to change to the closing date of the appointment of the Rev. Caroline 

Penhale from June 30, 2016 to April 30, 2016; and that the Ottawa Presbytery transmits with 

approval the request of Eglise Grace United for the reappointment of the Rev. Caroline Penhale 

as order of ministry, part time (30 hours per week) effective May 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017 with 

the following terms: (prorated annual amounts): $40,410 base salary plus 0% [total annual 

salary $40,410]; telephone of $720; Internet service of $240; continuing education financial 

support, including book allowance to be reimbursed to a maximum of$1,019; three weeks study 

leave within each Pastoral Year; vacation of one month (5 Sundays) within each Pastoral Year; 

administrative assistance of five hours week; participation in the Centralized Payroll Service; 

pension and group insurance payments as assessed; sabbatical policy provision; travel expense 

reimbursement as logged based on minimum General Council rate (presently $0.41/km).  (COL 

3; Category C).  

Carried 

 

Best, the Rev. Nancy: Change in Terms 

Motion: (Barbara Reynolds/Diane Cardin) that  the Ottawa Presbytery the Eglise Grace United 

requests to approve a change to the closing date of the appointment of the Rev. Nancy Best from 

June 30, 2016 to April 30, 2016; and that the Ottawa Presbytery transmits with approval the 

request of Eglise Grace United for the reappointment of the Rev. Nancy Best as Supply Minister 

(Pastoral Care), part time (10 hours per week) effective May 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017 with the 

following terms: (prorated annual amounts): $13,470 base salary plus 0% [total annual salary 

$13,470], telephone to be reimbursed to a maximum of $600; continuing education financial 

support, including book allowance to be reimbursed to a maximum of $340; three weeks of study 

leave within each Pastoral Year; vacation of one month (five Sundays) within each Pastoral 

Year; administrative assistance of five hours week; participation in the Centralized Payroll 

Service; pension and group insurance payments as assessed; sabbatical policy provision; travel 

expense reimbursement as logged based on minimum General Council rate (presently $0.41/km). 

(COL3; Category C).   

Carried 

 

Goodwin, the Rev. Barry: retained on roll 

Motion: (Barbara Reynolds/Robert Merritt) that the Ottawa Presbytery approve the request of 

the Rev. Barry Goodwin to be retained by Ottawa Presbytery for the duration of his appointment 

with Southminster Pastoral Charge.   

Carried 

 

Melanson, the Rev. Maggie: notice of retirement 

Motion: (Barbara/Margaret) that the Ottawa Presbytery take note of the intention of the Rev. 

Maggie Melanson to take retirement effective October 1, 2016.  

Carried 
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Joint Needs Assessment 

 

Bethany Pastoral Charge 

Motion: (Diane Cardin/ David Bell) that the Ottawa Presbytery begin the Joint Needs 

Assessment Process with Bethany Pastoral Charge.   

Carried 
 

Motion (Diane Cardin/David Bell) that the Ottawa Presbytery appoints Beth Sweetnam and 

Barbara Reynolds as Pastoral Relations representatives to the JNAP with Bethany Pastoral 

Charge.  

Carried 

 

Knox-Edwards Pastoral Charge 

 

Motion: (Diane Cardin/ David Bell) that the Ottawa Presbytery begin the Joint Needs 

Assessment Process with Knox-Edwards Pastoral Charge.   

Carried 

 

Motion (Diane Cardin/David Bell) that the Ottawa Presbytery appoints Beth Sweetnam and 

Barbara Reynolds as Pastoral Relations representatives to the JNAP with Knox-Edwards 

Pastoral Charge.  

Carried 

 

Van Delen, Rev. Carla, sabbatical leave 

Motion: (Margaret Coughtrey/ Barbara Reynolds) that the Ottawa Presbytery takes note of the 

sabbatical request of the Rev. Carla Van Delen from the Richmond Pastoral Charge to take 

place between April 18 – July 24, 2016 with assurance that suitable arrangements have been 

made for pastoral charge coverage.  

Carried 

 

Motion:  (David Lee/Don Partridge) that Ottawa Presbytery receives the report of the Pastoral 

Relations Ministry Team working as a Commission from December 8, 2015 – January 11, 2016.   

Carried 

 

NEWS OF THE PRESBYTERY FAMILY 

Rev. David Sherwin reminded the court that at the December 8, 2015 Presbytery meeting Rev. 

Gail Christy had been honoured.  Gail had received the “Career Award” at the December 3rd 

Ottawa Celebration of People Gala for her decades of service and advocacy for people with 

disabilities.  This gala is organized by Ottawa Citizen’s Advocacy, on or around December 3rd 

each year, the United Nations designated “International Day of Persons with Disabilities.”  

Although Rev. Gail was unable to attend the December Presbytery meeting, since both she and 

her husband Bob were present at this January Presbytery meeting, David highlighted Gail’s 22 

years in chaplaincy ministry.  The court expressed its appreciation to Gail with a round of 

applause. 
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IN MEMORIAM:  REV. HANNS SKOUTAJAN 

Rev. Sharon Moon offered an In Memoriam tribute to Rev. Hanns Skoutajan, a member of 

Ottawa Presbytery who died peacefully on December 10, 2015 at the age of 86.  He served 

charges in Kingston, Almonte, Mimico, Toronto and Owen Sound.  His refugee, immigrant 

experience left an indelible imprint on Hanns’ life and ministry and formed the social activist 

that Hanns became. Hanns’ family were poignantly aware of it as he died at the same moment 

that the first plane of Syrian refugees was touching down in Canada.  

 

Hanns had a courageous ministry, standing with marginalized wherever he was, whether that was 

aboriginal fishers in Owen Sound, refugees or those who lived in poverty, or working for health 

care, peace.  Hanns paid attention to the needs around him, made the connections with his quick 

mind, and challenged his church to get involved in response. 

 

The Chair then concluded this celebration of the ministry of Rev. Hanns Skoutajan with prayer. 

 

See Appendix 1 

 

ARCHIVES MINISTRY TEAM 

Marni Hunt Stephens and Pat Brown, co-chairs of the Archives Ministry Team gave an 

information and entertaining presentation on Archives – a collection of historical documents or 

records providing information about a place, institution, or group of people.   

What?   

The United Church of Canada has long recognized the importance of an archives 

program for preserving the record of the church’s achievements and meeting its 

administrative needs 

Who? 

Pat Brown and Marni Hunt Stephens can be contacted at moarchivesuccott@gmail.com 

or by leaving a message at the City of Ottawa Archives:  613-580-2424 (ext. 13333) 

When? 

When records: 

 reviewed 

 appraised 

 annotated on form 

 being donated have been listed on advice to Archives 

 THEN… 

Marni and Pat led the court in the singing of Arky, Arky. 

 

NOMINATIONS MINISTRY TEAM 

Barbara Reynolds, Chair of the Nominations Ministry Team began her presentation by saying 

“Your talent is God’s gift to you and what you do with it is what you give back to God”.  She 

noted that Ottawa Presbytery, one of the largest presbyteries within the United Church, is healthy 

and vibrant and should be able to be nimble as the church moves forward with new structures 

and new ways of being the church.  The Nominations Ministry Team is looking for persons who 

are willing to share their gifts with the Presbytery in these changing times.  On an urgent basis 

Nominations is looking for someone to help take minutes and notes for the Education & Students 

Ministry Team and to review the records of pastoral charges.   
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UPDATE ABOUT SURVEYS ON REGIONS AND UPCOMING REMITS 

Rev. David Sherwin thanked presbyters for completing the two surveys about potential new 

regions; one from Presbytery and the other available at SurveyMonkey.com from the 

Conference.  He encouraged anyone who had not yet completed the surveys to do so.   

 

He noted that in looking ahead, a number of decisions have to be made by United Church of 

Canada.  This is done by a series of referenda (called remits).  Most of these will be about the 

Comprehensive Review.  He stressed that any congregation, presbytery or Conference that does 

not respond is considered to have voted NO. 

 

Presbytery will be looking at a process for the coming months (spring and fall of 2016) to assist 

congregations in dealing with the remits.  It is expected that the remits will come from the 

General Secretary in February.   

 

PRESBYTERY MINISTER’S REPORT 

Rev. David Sherwin noted that he had started as Presbytery Minister a year ago, January 1, 2015.  

He had shared reflections of his first six months in the position with the Executive in June and 

would now speak to Presbytery about the second half of 2015.   He expressed appreciation to all 

those he had worked with so closely over the past year , including Presbytery Chairs David Lee 

and Rev. Anne Montgomery, his office colleagues – Hilary Merritt, Wendy Mather, Larry 

Richardson and Whit Strong, Chairs of the Ministry Teams, the EDGE team, and the many 

volunteers from the presbytery.  He highlighted some of the activities he had been involved with 

during the past six months, including: 

 providing support to congregations and individuals,; 

 embracing potential change as presbyters voted to offer to become a test site for the 

proposed regional bodies; 

 ecumenical activities; 

 property issues; and 

 closing of Camp Bitobi. 

The court expressed its appreciation to David with a round of applause. 

 

See Appendix 2 

 

SPIRIT STORY 

Rev. Caroline Insley reminded the court that anyone interested in joining the Presbytery Prayer 

Circle should contact her at cabyers@magma.ca or 613-489-0796.  Caroline then shared a spirit 

story about a day while she was in university when she was rigid with pain and her mother’s 

healing touch and prayer.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Beth Gutsell, Presbyter from Parkdale United Church, noted that Rev. Anthony Bailey had had 

to leave the presbytery meeting and that she would speak to this item.  Parkdale United Church 

was defaced with explicitly racist graffiti sometime on the weekend.  The congregation has filed 

a police report and an investigation is ongoing.  The police are treating it as a hate crime and are 

taking it very seriously.  They have asked the congregation not to go to the media at this time, 

but have given permission for the congregation to inform the presbytery. 
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Members of Presbytery were outraged and concerned on learning that Parkdale United Church 

was defaced with racist graffiti and expressed their support for Parkdale’s whole community of 

faith as they deal with this very serious incident.   

 

Some members of Presbytery spoke of attending worship at Parkdale United Church on Sunday, 

January 17
th

 as a concrete expression of solidarity.  This is Parkdale’s annual Martin Luther King 

Jr. service.  

 

Motion:  (David Lee/George Kitchen) that Ottawa Presbytery send a letter of support to 

Parkdale United Church. 

Carried 

 

MOTION TO GIVE FULL POWERS TO THE EXECUTIVE 

 

Motion: (Maggie Melanson/Ruth Sword) that the Presbytery Executive be given the full powers 

of the Presbytery in all matters including property between now and the next meeting of 

Presbytery. 

Carried 

 

CLOSING WORSHIP AND THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 

Chair Anne Montgomery closed the meeting with a theological reflection and a prayer.   

 

CONCLUSION BY CHAIR 

 

Rev. Anne Montgomery, Chair, closed the meeting at 8:015 pm. 

 

Next regular meeting of Ottawa Presbytery is called for Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at Glen 

Cairn United Church; the Executive next meets on Thursday, January 28, 2016. 

 

 

 

 _____________________ __________________ ______________________ 

 Rev. Anne Montgomery Rev. David Sherwin Wendy Mather 

 Chair Presbytery Minister Recording Secretary 
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Appendix 1 

Rev. Doctor Hanns  Skoutajan – In Memoriam 

 

Shared by Rev. Dr. Sharon Moon 

 

I am honoured to speak of my friend and colleague Rev. Doctor Hanns  Skoutajan, who died 

peacefully on Thursday, December 10, 2015 at the age of 86.  Hanns, the son of Felix and Trude 

Skoutajan, was born in Usti nad Labin in Czechslovakia that was known as Sudentenland.  

Hanns’ father was a courageous, outspoken social democrat in the late 1930’s and so was on the 

Nazi watch list.  First his father escaped, then he and his mother, in great fear escaped Nazi 

occupied Sudetenland in 1939.  That dramatic escape journey and the creation of a new life as 

refugees in Canada is told in Hanns’ book Uprooted and Transplanted and in a movie of the 

same name, and also in his writing since retirement called Spirit Quest blog.  The refugee, 

immigrant experience left an indelible imprint on Hanns’ life and ministry and formed the social 

activist that Hanns became. Hanns’ family – his beloved wife, Marlene, his children, Stephen 

and Karla - were poignantly aware of it as he died at the same moment that the first plane of 

Syrian refugees was touching down in Canada.  

 

Hanns was a Queen’s grad right up to the DD level.  In his ministry as a student he was port 

chaplain at Quebec City and Halifax in the early 1950's welcoming newcomers, using his own 

experience to deepen his understanding and compassion for what they were experiencing.  He 

served charges in Kingston (Cookes church), in Almonte, (where he was afraid of being sent out 

of town for exposing slum housing), in Mimico, and then at St. James Bond in Toronto where he 

served for many years and had a productive and very active ministry. He supervised and 

encouraged a number of students who found in him an encouraging, empowering mentor.  He 

was involved in writing about and working for peace.  He served on many national and 

Presbytery ministries including chairing Anne Squire’s advisory group when she was moderator.   

He developed a working relationship with the Evangeliche kirke der Union, a unique German 

creation that was a Reform/Lutheran union that straddled the east and west in a time of Cold 

War.  Hanns used his German contacts from graduate theological studies in Germany to set up 6-

8 week clergy exchange between the UC Canada and the United Church of Christ in the USA on 

this side of the Atlantic and their pastors both east and west. 

 

His last charge was Knox United in Owen Sound where he continued his passion for social 

justice, and got involved in organizing and supporting those in poverty and engaging with First 

Nations people around fishing rights among other things.  His life-long partner, Marlene, was a 

partner in a number of his ministry projects.   He was a long-time valued member of the Council 

of Canadians. 

 

Hanns had a courageous ministry, standing with marginalized wherever he was, whether that was 

aboriginal fishers in Owen Sound, refugees or those who lived in poverty, or working for health 

care, peace.  Hanns paid attention to the needs around him, made the connections with his quick 

mind, and challenged his church to get involved in response. 

 

Hanns was a man of words; words that expressed his faith and his love of life.  He always 
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believed that endings bring new beginnings.  He said to his granddaughter, Sophia, "You are 

born and then you are unborn."  I would like to close giving Hanns the last word…using with 

words from one of his blogs from 2013… 

“I have a strange feeling, as you may have realized, that during my travels I have had the sense 

of not being alone but in the company of a Spirit.  For those of you readers who may be 

uncomfortable with that word, substitute “energy” for that is what the Spirit is, an energy that 

transforms us into living beings, that gives us courage to confront difficult situations and become 

involved with life that we would not dare to do alone, and to invest ourselves in meaningful and 

selfless ways and become happy in doing so… 

 

Life is what we do now. It is the odyssey whose purpose is living fully in the now.”  That’s how 

Hanns lived.  
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Appendix 2 

Report to Ottawa Presbytery 

Rev. David Sherwin 

Presbytery Minister 

July – December, 2015 

 

I started as the Presbytery Minister on January 1, 2015 on a 12 month appointment.  During the 

past year I have experienced the joys and sorrows of the church at first hand as I have walked 

with many of you through the ups and downs of congregational life, and with all of you through 

the storms and calm of presbytery life.  In June I had the opportunity to share with the Presbytery 

Executive some reflections on my first six months, and now I would like to share with all of you 

some reflections on the past six months.  

 

It has been my privilege to work with two kind, thoughtful, prayerful, and, most importantly, 

patient Chairs: Mr. David Lee and Rev Anne Montgomery.  

 

It has been a privilege to work with a dedicated, hard-working staff team; Hilary and Wendy, my 

presbytery colleagues, and Whit and Larry, our Conference co-workers.  

 

And it has been a privilege to work with so many wonderful volunteers who give generously of 

their time, energy and creativity.  It is your dedication that makes Ottawa Presbytery work.   

 

And work it does!   Even through July and August, when so much is suspended while we enjoy 

the summer warmth with our families and friends, the work of the presbytery continued. The 

Executive met in July to authorise a contract with the EDGE Network in order to enable a 

significant project involving seven churches in the south eastern portion of the presbytery.  

Those churches worked with Bob Richards, the EDGE consultant, through the summer to 

complete surveys and demographic studies in time for a meeting in September.  Members of the 

Mission Strategy Ministry Team also worked hard gathering additional information to help those 

congregations discern their future.  A significant portion of my time has been spent in this sort of 

work, supporting congregations, pastoral charges, clusters, collectives, and sometimes 

individuals as they sought to discover where the Holy Spirit is leading them.   

 

The Executive met again in August to respond to some issues that had arisen and needed 

attention.  Some of my time and energy has been spent in this sort of work, dealing with 

problems, untangling webs of miscommunication, sorting out conflicting details, talking people 

who are angry, or hurt, or confused, or all three.  Working to find ways to enable the presbytery 

to be responsible, faithful, and compassionate.  

 

In September the life of the Presbytery took off like a child let out of school for the summer 

holidays. Everyone running as hard as they could, not always in the same direction, but usually 

with the same sense of energy and purpose.  We voted to offer ourselves as a test site for the 

recommendations of the Comprehensive Review adopted by the General Council in August, and 

in doing so we accepted the challenge and exhilaration of embracing change rather than denying 
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or refusing it.  A significant part of my time and energy has been spent trying to support and 

facilitate this new work of discerning change in changing times.  

 

Through the fall several pastoral charges had to deal with strategic issues, some of which 

involved property, and the presbytery was called upon to do due diligence, to consult with 

experts in the National Offices and elsewhere, and to ensure that, as we move forward, we do not 

make mistakes that will come back to haunt us.  Speaking of mistakes that come back to haunt 

us, I am proud to report that in October we successfully transferred ownership of the 

Presbyterian cemetery adjacent to Kars Presbyterian Church from the Trustees of North Gower 

United Church to the Trustees of Kars Presbyterian Church, something that should have 

happened in 1925 when the North Gower congregation entered the United Church and the Kars 

congregation voted to remain Presbyterian. Some of my time and energy has been spent in this 

sort of work, following up on details, finding answers to important questions, helping others to 

resolve ongoing issues.  

 

Throughout the fall I have had the privilege of representing Ottawa Presbytery and the United 

Church of Canada in the Ottawa community, ecumenically, and in interfaith conversations.  I 

have met with colleagues from many denominations and faith traditions.  We have talked about 

affordable housing, about refugees, about reconciliation and overcoming racism.  We have 

worked for the common good and marched in favour of combatting climate change.  It has been 

a joy and a privilege to serve the presbytery in this way.   

 

With the help of Barbara Reynolds as our United Church Trustee and others, we successfully 

managed the difficult process of closing and selling Bitobi, a much loved children’s camp.  With 

the help of Beth Symes from Toronto and others, we successfully investigated a very difficult 

and conflicted situation of long standing in Shawville. With the help of Brian Cornelius and 

others, we successfully helped the Grace Collective weather a financial crisis and move forward.   

 

I have spent time and energy engaged in supporting all sorts of work within Ottawa Presbytery. 

Some of it has been sad, some of it has been joyful, some difficult, some easier than expected. 

Some interesting, even engrossing, some, not so much.  But in all of it, I have never felt alone.  I 

have always felt that we are in it together; I have always been surrounded by others who have 

been patient when I have made mistakes, supportive when I have felt down, and encouraging 

when I have lagged.  Thank you!  

 

This past year has been a time of tremendous learning for me.  Now, after 12 months in the job, 

as my appointment ends, I finally feel as if I am just beginning to get a handle on what this 

position demands.  So I am pleased that Ottawa Presbytery, though the Executive, has seen fit to 

extend my employment as Presbytery Minister for another 18 months, until the end of June 2017.   

 

I am grateful for the trust that has been shown to me, and I will continue to do my best to earn it.   

 

Gratefully, 

David  

Rev. David Sherwin 

Presbytery Minister 
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OTTAWA PRESBYTERY EXECUTIVE MEETING, JANUARY 28, 2016 

 

The Executive of the Ottawa Presbytery was called by the Chair, Rev. Anne Montgomery, to 

meet on Thursday, January 28, 2016 at 9:00 am.  The following registered their attendance: 

PRESENT:  Rev. Anne Montgomery (Chair), Rev. Steve Clifton, Rev. Brian Cornelius, Mary 

Laidlaw, David Lee, Phyllis MacRae, Barbara Reynolds 

CORRESPONDING:  Wendy Mather, Rev. David Sherwin, Rev. Whit Strong  

REGRETS:  Jodi Fisher, Jim Watchorn 

GUESTS:  Charles Barrett, Rev. Paul Dillman, David Hayman 

 

BUILDING OUR COLLABORATIVE TEAM 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Rev. Anne Montgomery, Chair of the Ottawa Presbytery, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am 

with a quorum present. 

 

Agenda 

 

Motion: (Barbara Reynolds/David Lee/Mary Laidlaw) that the agenda be approved as circulated.  

Carried 

WORSHIP 

Rev. Brian Cornelius led worship by reflecting on the story of Jesus returning to his hometown 

and the people there being scandalized and wondering how Joseph’s son could have a sacred 

voice.  Brian then spoke of David Bowie who had attracted those who were alienated from others 

in society and gave them a voice.  He asked Executive to consider, “What are the voices that we 

don’t anticipate as sacred voices?” 

 

Rev. Anne Montgomery led in prayer. 

 

Corresponding members 

 

Motion: (Barbara Reynolds/David Lee) that Charles Barrett, Rev. Paul Dillman and David 

Hayman be made corresponding members for this meeting.  Carried 

 

SHARING STORIES OF OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER 

 

Minutes 

 

Motion: (Barbara Reynolds/Mary Laidlaw) that the minutes of November 26, 2015, December 

8, 2015 and December 23, 2015 Executive meetings be approved as circulated. Carried 

 

Correspondence 

 None received 
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STRENGTHENING OUR MINISTRY TEAMS 

 

2015 Financial Report 

Rev. Brian Cornelius, Treasurer of Ottawa Presbytery, distributed copies of the 2015 financial 

statements as of January 11, 2016 and Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2015.  He noted that 

there was a surplus of over $7,000 in 2015, which included finding the 2% savings that had been 

budgeted and highlighted and explained the details of some line items that were either over or 

under budget.  Chair Anne thanked Brian for his work as Treasurer and there was a round of 

applause. 

See Appendix 1 

 

Motion:  (Mary Laidlaw/Steve Clifton) that Rev. Paul Dillman, Chair of Finance Ministry Team, 

remains for this section of the meeting. Carried 

 

ADDRESSING CURRENT MATTERS / HEARING AND LEARNING 

 

1. Dominion-Chalmers United Church 

David Hayman, Chair of the Council of Dominion-Chalmers United Church and of the church’s 

Long-term Finance and Operations Committee, reported that Council has approved a contract 

with EDGE.  Bob Richards from EDGE led a Visioning Service, has done an analysis of 

Dominion-Chalmers’ current situation and has recommendations, including developing a new 

ministry to downtown neighburs; continuing to serve the congregation; and considering 

redevelopment.  David Hayman reviewed the congregation’s current financial status, noting that 

Dominion-Chalmers will likely run out of operating funds by the end of 2018.  He responded to 

Executive’s questions, including about the congregation’s relationship with Centretown United 

Church, potential plans with the City of Ottawa and how members of the congregation feel about 

the current situation.  He asked how often and in what format Dominion-Chalmers should be 

communicating with Presbytery about the financial situation.   

 

Chair Anne thanked David Hayman for coming to the Executive meeting and bringing this 

information. 

 

2. Centretown United Church 

Paul Dillman gave an update on Centretown United Church.  He reminded members that he and 

Ruth Sword have been presbytery representatives to Centretown since 2013.  He stated that the 

energy level is much higher than it was three years ago, there is a strong finance committee, and 

that the community garden has raised Centretown’s profile in the neighbourhood.  Concern has 

been expressed by members of the congregation that more pastoral care is needed.  They also 

want clarity about the amount of the encumbered funds they can access, since the interest 

received in the last year was less than 4%.  Paul commented that members of the congregation 

appreciate the continuity of the connection with Presbytery and feel that the relationship with 

Presbytery has improved. 

 

3. Riverside United Church 

Charles Barrett, Chair of the Long-Term Planning Committee, Riverside Churches of Ottawa 

Inc. provided background on the request for the concurrence of Ottawa Presbytery with the plan 
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to negotiate a ground lease with Riverside Park Nursery School for a term of fifteen years.  This 

is so the school may secure financing for and erect a separate modular building on the churches’ 

property.  Riverside Churches of Ottawa Inc. is the not-for-profit corporation that jointly owns 

and manages the church property on behalf of The Anglican Church of the Resurrection and 

Riverside United Church. 

 

ADDRESSING CURRENT MATTERS/ATTENDING TO DECISIONS & ACTIONS 

 

1 Motion to appoint representatives to attend Conference Executive 

 

Motion:  (Mary Laidlaw/Steve Clifton) that Ottawa Presbytery Executive appoints Rev. David 

Sherwin and David Lee to attend the Montreal & Ottawa Conference Executive meeting. 

Carried 

 

2. Discussion and Decision about the proposed lease with Riverside Park Nursery 

School 

 

Motion:  (Brian Cornelius/David Lee) that Ottawa Presbytery concurs with the plan of Riverside 

Churches of Ottawa, Inc. to negotiate a ground lease with Riverside Park Nursery School for a 

term of fifteen years as set out the letter dated January 14, 2016. Carried 

 

3. Discussion about the Centretown Sustainable Ministry Plan Report 

 

Motion:  (Brian Cornelius/Mary Laidlaw) that Executive receives the report of Centretown 

United Church with appreciation. Carried 

 

Following some discussion about Centretown’s plan it was agreed that the Presbytery Minister 

would do further research on the history of the amalgamated, encumbered fund.  It was agreed 

that the congregation could use $60,000 per year for the funds in 2016, even though the interest 

in 2015 was less than the “expected” 4%. 

 

Motion:  (David Lee/Brian Cornelius) that Ottawa Presbytery ask Centretown United Church to 

report to the January 2017 Executive meeting. Carried 

 

4. Discussion about the Dominion-Chalmers Financial Report 

 

There was a discussion about past attempts of Presbytery and its Mission Strategy Ministry Team 

to initiate discussions between the United Churches in central Ottawa.  It was agreed that the 

Presbytery Minister and Presbytery Chair should consider who might be willing and able to be a 

link with Dominion-Chalmers as Rev. Paul Dillman and Ruth Sword are with Centretown. 

 

IMAGINING THE FUTURE 

 

1. Combatting Climate Change initiative – David Lee 

David Lee stated that there would be a public event on the evening of March 9
th

 at Centretown 

United Church featuring Mardi Tindal, former Moderator.  This event will look at what can be 



  2016-015 

The United Church of Canada  Ottawa Presbytery Ottawa, Ontario 

L’Église Unie du Canada Consistoire d’Ottawa January 28, 2016 

 

 

learnt from the recent Paris international climate change agreement; Mardi will speak to her 

experience in Paris where she led the UCC representation.  Then there will be a discussion of 

what faith communities and private citizens can do now, introduced by a panel of well-known 

local experts including Graeme Saul of Ecology Ottawa and Tony Clarke of the Polaris Institute, 

moderated by Karri Munn Venn of Citizens for Public Justice.  

 

Motion:  (David Lee/Barbara Reynolds) that Presbytery Executive agrees that the Ottawa 

Presbytery join with other churches and non-governmental organizations as co-sponsor of the 

public meeting March 9, 2016 hosted by Centretown United Church on the topic:  Climate 

Action after Paris: what’s next for faith communities?, which inter alia features Mardi Tindal, 

leader of the UCC delegation to COP 21 in Paris, including use of the Ottawa Presbytery logo. 

Carried 

 

2. Nominations Ministry Team - Members at Large – Barbara Reynolds 

Barbara Reynolds, Chair of the Nominations Ministry Team, noted that, in recent years, it has 

been getting more and more difficult to keep the number of Members at Large down to 10.  She 

highlighted some of the reasons for this, as outlined in her written report. The Manual, 2013 

states that there can be up to 10 Members at Large.  Barbara also brought the draft terms of 

reference for the new Audit Committee for approval. 

 

Motion:  (Barbara Reynolds/David Lee) that Ottawa Presbytery Executive approves the Terms 

of Reference of the Audit Committee. Carried 

 

See Appendix 2 

 

3. Regional Test Site Working Group – update - Phyllis MacRae 

Phyllis MacRae summarized the responses to the Presbytery consultation survey, noting that the 

consensus was for a range of 15-25 Regions across the country.  Rev. Anne Montgomery has 

contacted the Chair of Seaway Valley Presbytery and a meeting is being planned with them. 

 

Motion:  (David Lee/Mary Laidlaw) that the Executive meeting be extended until 12:15 pm.

 Carried 

 

4. Shawville Commission – update - Mary Laidlaw 

Due to time constraints, this item was deferred until the February 25
th

 Executive meeting. 

 

REFLECTING ON THE WORK WE HAVE DONE TODAY 

 

Rev. Anne Montgomery read a poem, “I’m on a Committee!” 

 

Closing 

Chair Anne closed the meeting at 12:15 pm. 

 

 _____________________ __________________ ______________________ 

 Rev. Anne Montgomery Rev. David Sherwin Wendy Mather 

  Chair Presbytery Minister Recording Secretary  
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